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Communiqué of the 1st Dialogue of Ministers of Agriculture, Science and Technology

FARA Secretariat, Accra     
Introduction

1. The First Dialogue of Ministers of Agriculture, Science and Technology was held on 28th and 29th April 2011 under the auspices of the Secretariat of the Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA) and the Government of Ghana.

2. The Dialogue is a forum of Ministers of Agriculture, Science and Technology and other agriculture-related ministries to share ideas and agree on collective actions towards enhancing agricultural productivity in Africa. The dialogue was recommended by the ministers present during the 5th Africa Agricultural Science week and FARA General Assembly in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, in July 2010. 

3. The first Dialogue focused on Catalysing Investments in African Agriculture. The main outputs expected were threefold:

a. Options and strategies for increasing investments in agricultural research, advisory services, education and training identified.

b. Modalities for country support to national and regional agricultural research institutions identified and agreed upon.

c. Consensus on the frequency of the Ministerial dialogue reached.

4. Participants at the Dialogue included representatives of the Governments of Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Egypt, Ghana, Guinea Conakry, Lesotho, Liberia, Nigeria, Rwanda, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Tanzania and Togo, as well as global, regional and sub-regional institutions, namely, the African Union Commission, the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), the Southern Africa Development Community (SADC), the West and Central African Council for Agricultural Research and Development (CORAF/WECARD), Transfarm Africa, the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), Ecobank, the European Commission, the World Bank, the African Forum for Agricultural Advisory Services (AFAAS), the CAADP Pillar One Lead Institution (University of Zambia) and the North African Sub-regional Organisation (NASRO). 

Communiqué issued by Ministers at this Dialogue 

We, the Ministers and Representatives of the Ministries of Agriculture, Science and Technology assembled in this Ministerial Dialogue, hereby; 

5. Register full support for this Ministerial Dialogue as an important platform for sharing ideas, experiences and agreeing on collective actions to enhance Africa’s agricultural productivity.
6. Express our concerns about:

a. The persistence of high levels of food insecurity and poverty in Africa, despite the continent’s endowment of abundant natural resources to support agricultural production.
b. The unsatisfactory progress on eliminating hunger and reducing poverty largely resulting from the under-performance of the agricultural sector on which the majority of the population of Africa relies for its livelihood.

c. The under-investment in programmes aimed at revitalising agricultural productivity which constitutes the main factor behind the sector’s underperformance.

7. Acknowledge:

a. The progress made under the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP) in increasing the visibility of agriculture on the development policy agenda and on catalysing increased investment in the sector.

b. The key role of Science and Technology in Africa’s agricultural and broader rural development. 

8. Take cognizance of: 

a. The need to achieve sustainability in agricultural development through adoption of the principles of the Framework for African Agricultural Productivity (FAAP).

b. The need for all relevant stakeholders and especially the farmers to be organised to effectively express their demands for services, including research, extension, education and financial services.

c. The need for research to be demand-driven and development-oriented and for researchers to be accountable to the stakeholders they serve.

9. Recognise:

a. FARA’s central role not only as the continental voice for agricultural research and development, but also as a platform for networking to enhance Africa’s capacity for agricultural innovation.

b. The symbiotic nature of the relationship between research, extension, education, production, financial services, policies and markets.

c. The complementary roles played by research and development (R&D) institutions at all levels: national, sub-regional and continental, to improve agricultural productivity.

10. Note that:

a. Because agriculture is a business rather than just a way of life, it is vital that we are cognizant of the mindset changes required across the board to embrace this knowledge.

b. In order to sustain increased investments in agriculture, funding recipients must demonstrate value for money, transparency and accountability.

c. Agricultural research requires long-term investment and therefore its planning should always take cognizance of the annual budget regimes that characterize our nations.

11. Endorse:

a. Integrated Agricultural Research for Development (IAR4D), tested and proven by FARA, as an approach that countries should draw upon in developing and implementing programmes financed by their agricultural sector investment plans.

b. The usefulness of policy briefs prepared by FARA and urge their wide and targeted dissemination.

c. Increased investments for further development, refinement and scaling up of pragmatic tailor-made capacity strengthening processes targeted through identification of specific needs at individual and institutional levels.
d. Increased investments in strengthening knowledge-based communities that harness the potential of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) and other proven technologies through innovation and learning platforms accessed at all levels.

12. Recommend:

a. The establishment of an Africa Union Monitoring System for monitoring the implementation of decisions of this Ministerial Dialogue.

b. The inclusion of performance indicators in efforts by governments to increase investments in the agricultural sector within the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) taking into consideration the following indicators:

· Achievement of the 10% target of national budget allocation to the agricultural sector.

· The structure of the expenditure pattern to show how much is allocated to research and development (R&D).

· Impact resulting from investment in the agricultural sector including agricultural research, extension and education.
· Performance of agricultural research, extension and education institutions at national, sub-regional and continental levels.
c. That national governments should, as a matter of urgency, strive to fulfil their commitment to allocate a minimum of 10% of their national budget to agriculture (2003 Maputo Declaration) and agree on a reasonable allocation to agricultural research and development

d. That a minimum amount of USD 10,000 per annum should be provided by each African government as a special direct contribution to FARA which FARA, on the basis of the demonstrated African ownership of the institution, will utilize to leverage  additional resources.

13. Commit to facilitating the process of increasing investments in Africa’s agricultural research and development by the following actions:

a. Initiate dialogue between FARA and relevant national cabinets to put in place the necessary modalities to follow up the above recommendations.

b. Establish an African laissez-passer to facilitate the movement of FARA staff for effective and efficient delivery of FARA’s services across the region.

14. Agree that the Dialogue of Ministers of Agriculture, Science and Technology shall henceforth be held annually.
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