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PRESSRELEASE

ALLMEDIAHOUSES

AUTONOMYANDSCOPEOFPRACTICEOFPHYSICIANASSISTANTS,ANDTHEATTAINMENTOF
UNIVERSALHEALTHCOVERAGETHROUGHPRIMARYHEALTHCARETHREATENEDBYTHE
HEALTHPROFESSIONSREGULATORYBODIES(PARTTWO)AMENDMENTBILL,2019

Greetings

APhysicianAssistantisahighlyskilledandspeciallytrainedhealthcareprofessionalwho
undertakesclinical,publichealth(bothpreventiveandpromotive)andadministrativeservicesat
theoveronethousandhealthcentresacrossthelengthandbreadthofthiscountrywithout
supervisionfrom anysectionofhealthcareprofessionals.Theycouldalsobeseeninthe
ConsultingRoomsatDistrict/MunicipalHospitalsattendingthehealthneedsofourclients.They
arethesubdistrictheads/leadersinthehealthcaredeliverymachineryandthepivotofprimary
healthcare.

PhysicianAssistanttraininghasevolvedovertheyears.ItstartedinGhanaasaCertificate
programmeandlaterbecameadiplomaandadvanceddiploma.Currently,Physician
Assistantshiptrainingisa1stDegreeprogramme.SomePhysicianAssistantshavedone
Master’sDegreesinPublicHealthandsomehavedonemedicine,amongothersasadditional
qualifications.Theyareversatile.

TheautonomyofpracticeofthePhysicianAssistantscannotbeoveremphasizedastheyhave
workedindependentlyovertheyearstorenderquality,accessibleandaffordablehealthcare
servicestotheruralpopulationwhichconstitutesabout70%ofGhana’spopulation.Assub
districtleaders,theyspearheadtheCHPSpolicy,atooltoachieveuniversalhealthcoveragefor
all.

IthasthereforecomeasasurprisetotheleadershipoftheGhanaPhysicianAssistants
AssociationthattheMedicalandDentalCouncil,GhanasponsoredbytheMinistryofHealthhas
deliberatelydecidedtotakeawaytheautonomyofpracticeofthePhysicianbyclandestinelyand
speedilypushingforAmendmentstotheHealthProfessionsRegulatoryBodiesAct857(2013)
throughtheAmendmentBill(2019).TheassociationwishestoremindtheMedicalandDental
Councilandotherstakeholdersthathealthservicedeliveryisacollaborativeandteam work.

SincePhysicianAssistantsandCertifiedRegisteredAnaestheticshavebeenputunderthe
regulationoftheMedicalandDentalCouncil,GhanabytheenactmentoftheHealthProfessions
RegulatoryBodiesAct857(2013),wehaveneverknownpeace.Therehavebeenattemptsbya
sectionofhealthprofessionalswhothinkitwasafavourdoneusbytheAct,toridicule,subdue
andobliteratetheautonomyofpracticeofthePhysicianAssistant.



IntheproposedamendmentstoSection43(subsections1-3)oftheAmendmentBill(2019),wenotice
withconcernthefollowing:

a.Itisveryunjustanddiscriminatorytoequatearegisteredpracticingphysicianassistant
(irrespectiveofhis/hergradeandexperience)toahouseofficer(astudentundertraining)and
exemptallfrom therightsconferredbyregistration

b.Insubsection‘c’oftheabovesection,theMedicalandDentalCouncilsoughttoreplace
“practitioner”intheparentactwith“medicalanddentalpractitioner”toconvenientlyexcludeother
professionsregulatedbytheCouncilandwefinditdiscriminatoryasphysicianassistantsattend
tosomecasesthatneedcertificatesordocumentsrequiredbylawtobesigned.Itisexpectedthat
whateverlegaldocumentorcertificateaphysicianassistantsigns,heorsheshallalsobeentitled
torecoverchargesorfees

c. Subsections2and3areorchestratedattemptsbytheCouncil,dominatedandcontrolledby
MedicalDoctorstogagphysicianassistantsandobliterateourscopeofpracticeinthehealthcare
deliverymachinery

d.OutoftheoveronethousandHealthCentresnationwidemannedbyphysicianassistants,how
manyofthesephysicianassistantsaredirectlysupervisedintheirdailyclinicalservicestotheir
clients?

e. IfthisBillispassedintoLaw,doesaphysicianassistanthastoconsultandseekapprovalfrom the
socalledsupervisingmedicalanddentalpractitionerinabsentiabeforeheorshecanattendtoa
clientintheruralareas?

f. Supervisionisneverdoneinabsentiasotheseinsertionsareflawedandshouldbeexpungedfrom
theBill

g.TheattainmentofUniversalHealthCoveragethroughPrimaryHealthCarewillbeamirageif
physicianassistantsarenotgrantedthatautonomyofpracticeattheprimaryhealthcarelevel

Also,intheproposedamendmentstosection50oftheAmendmentBill,wehavethefollowingconcerns;

a.Subsection“c”oftheAmendmentBilldefinedaphysicianassistantas“specially-trainedmiddle
healthcareprofessionalwhopracticesmedicineanddentistrywithinthescopeofpracticeofthat
healthprofessionalunderthesupervisionofadesignatedlicensedmedicalordentalpractitioner
andmaybeinthenatureofamiddlelevelhealthprofessionalformerlyreferredtoasmedical
assistant,nurseanaesthetistorcommunityoralhealthofficer.

Thewordundersupervisionofadesignatedlicensedmedicalanddentalpractitionershouldbeexpunged
from thedocumentasallphysicianassistantswhoworkinthehealthcentresarenotsupervisedunless
MDCwantstosaysupervisionissynonymoustomonitoring.Aslongasthephysicianassistantacts
withinhis/herscopeofpractice,heorsheispracticingwithintheambitsoftheLaw.

WearebythispressconferencecallingontheMinisterofHealthandtheMedicalandDentalCouncilto
withdrawtheBillasamatterofurgency.

Theassociationshouldbeengagedinalldeliberations/discussionsinrelationtotheamendmentofthe
provisionsoftheAct857(2013)

TheAssociationisalsocallingontheMinisterofHealthtoinitiateaBilltocreateanotherRegulatory
CounciltoregulatethepracticeofPhysicianAssistantsandCertifiedRegisteredAnaesthetistsaswefeel
disrespectedanddiscriminatedagainstinthiscurrentCouncilwebelongto.

Weshallfightwithourbloodandstrengththeoppressorsruleandmachinationstillweareliberated.

Thankyouallforyourattention

Signed
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